
ONE TEAM delivering warfighting 
capabilities through unrivaled combat 
service and base operations support

SBD 1 Mission Overview
SBD 1 enables operations for nine of the 13 US 
Space Force Deltas and more than 111 other 
mission partners across 22 world-wide operating 
locations by providing integrated Base Operating 
Support (e.g., directly assisting, maintaining, 
supplying, and distributing support of forces 
at the operating location), Combat Service 
Support (e.g., the essential capabilities, functions, 
activities, and tasks necessary to sustain all 
elements of all operating forces at the operating 
location), and Delta Support Agency services. In 
total, SBD 1 consists of over 4,300 military (97% 
Airmen) and civilian members who support nearly 
18,400 personnel world-wide.
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America’s epicenter of space power; 
providing agile and uninterrupted service 

to our warfighters.

SUSTAIN survivable and endurable 
power project platforms that enable 
multi-domain operations 

BUILD a professional and resilient 
Total Force empowered through 
innovation, experience, education, 
and inclusiveness 

DELIVER ready and lethal combat-
capable Forces to win, now and in the 
future

What We Provide



       From Army Air Field to  
Space Force Base

    Peterson SFB traces its 
roots to the Colorado Springs 
Army Air Base, established on 
April 28, 1942, at the Colorado 
Springs Municipal Airport, which 
began operations in 1926. 

    The base renamed to Peterson 
Army Air Base, also known as 
Peterson Field, Dec. 13, 1942, in 
honor of the late Army Air Force 
1st Lt. Edward J. Peterson,  a 
Colorado native, who died in a 

crash while conducting 
a routine test of a 
Lockheed P-38 
“Lightning” following 
an engine change.

    The base’s status changed multiple times after World 
War II, until the Air Force reactivated Peterson Field 
once more following the Jan. 1951 establishment of Air 
Defense Command at Ent AFB in Colorado Springs – 
now the location of USA Olympic Training Center. On 
March 1, 1976, Peterson Field was renamed Peterson 
AFB, then Peterson Space Force Base on July 26, 2021 
as part of the establishment of the US Space Force. 

Aerospace Support and the  
FIRST Space Wing

    Various units operated Peterson and the regional 
bases during and after WWII until the 4600th Air Base 
Group took over in January 1951, which was eventually 
redesignated as the 4600th Air Base Wing in 1958 and 
46th Aerospace Defense Wing  in 1975.
    “Aerospace,” importantly, denoted the wing’s 
emerging role in support of missions in both the 
“air” and “space” domains that SBD 1 shoulders in 
somewhat similar fashion today. The wing provided 

administrative and logistical support to the facilities 
of North American Air Defense Command (NORAD), 
Aerospace Defense Command (ADC), and Army Air 
Defense Command (ARADCOM) located at Ent AFB, 
Peterson AFB, Cheyenne Mountain Complex, and 
other nearby off-base facilities. 
    The need for an independent space command grew 
in the 1970s and 1980s as Air Force space programs 
matured and their disjointed nature presented 
operational issues. Some members of Congress 
even called for the service to be redesignated as 
the “US Aerospace Force.” This pressure prompted 
establishment of Space Command--the first operational 
space command within the US armed forces--on 
September 1, 1982. Constitution and activation of 
the 1st Space Wing soon after on 
October 18, 1982 reflected this 
new organizational focus.  
    As the only wing assigned to 
the embryonic Space Command, 
the 1st Space Wing managed the 
command’s world-wide network 
of early warning, space surveillance, and intelligence 
sensor sites. Through the 1st Space Support Group 
at Peterson AFB, it also oversaw the support activities 
at the few bases owned by Space Command. The 
desire to  streamline the wing’s complex and growing 
responsibilities saw expanding operations--particularly 
the recently constructed assets at Falcon Air Force 
Station--migrated to the newly created 2nd Space 
Wing in July 1985, and the support mission transferred 
to the also new 3rd Space Support Wing in  
October 1986. 
    These three wings deactivated May 15, 1992 and 
transferred their missions to the newly activated 21st 
Space Wing at Peterson AFB and 50th Space Wing 
at Falcon AFB.  The USSF activated the Peterson-
Schriever Garrison on July 22, 2020 and merged 
the 21st and 50th Space Wing functions under one 
commander to create a lean and agile structure for 
installation support. P-S GAR was redesignated as 

Space Base Delta 1 on May 23, 2022 to better reflect 
its function and place within the nascent US Space 
Force.  SBD 1 officially traces its lineage to the 1st 
Space Wing via the P-S GAR and retains the honors of 
an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for service from 
January 1, 1983 – April 30, 1984.

Global Support for 
Space Defense Today

 Headquartered at Peterson Space Force Base, 
Colorado, SBD 1 falls under the direction of Space 
Operations Command for day-to-day operations, 
while it receives higher headquarters support for base 
support missions from Air Force Materiel Command. 
     SBD 1 is unique in that it hosts real property at 
seven installations, to include Peterson SFB, Schriever 
SFB, Pituffik Space Base, Cheyenne Mountain Space 
Force Station, New Boston SFS, Ka’ena Point SFS, and 
the Advanced Maui Optical and Supercomputing Site 
(AMOS) on the summit of Haleakala, Hawaii. 
    Today, SBD 1 is also responsible for ensuring 
installation support agreements with US military 
installations near 17 geographically separated units 
spanning every corner of the globe.
    Examples of SBD 1’s numerous mission partners 
include: NORAD & US Northern Command; US Space 
Command; Army Space & Missile Defense Command; 
Space Operations Command and Space Training and 
Readiness Command and their operational deltas.


